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eNovation 2: Mastering the Drop/Roll Motion

NOTE: Video and audio files are found in the media playlist on each lesson page.

eNovation 2 Overview
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Summary: This eNovation focuses on the dropping and rolling motion of the wrist, the
first of our keystone technical concepts. Mastery of this basic gesture will ensure that
the foundation and development of the student’s technique centers on physical
comfort. The drop-roll allows for freedom, efficiency, agility, and a beautiful tone.
Students must also learn to associate the drop-roll motion with slur markings in the
score, including designations for two-note, three-note and longer slur groupings.

Key Elements: e Technique: Simultaneous Wrist Coordination; The Drop-roll Motion

Goals

e Reading: Two-Note, Three-Note, and Multiple-Note Slurs

e Rhythm and Meter: The Dotted Quarter — Eighth Note Combination
e Rhythm and Meter: Pickup Measures

e Theory: Key Signatures and the Circle of 5ths

e Theory: Relative Major and Minor Keys

Go to eNovation 2 Topic Page

Topic 1: The Two-Note Slur / The Dotted Eighth — Quarter Note Combination / Major Key Signatures
and the Circle of Fifths

In this lesson, students focus on the dropping/rolling motion of the wrist when playing 2-note slurs; and on
executing the commonly found rhythmic combination, the dotted-quarter followed by the eighth note.

Video Playlist ) . . Watch Instructional Video
= \aeo Faylis Playing Slurs Using the Drop-Roll Motion

This is the core drop/roll technique drill
O | Technique Two-Note Slur Drill that you will need to master to achieve
success in piano playing.

The Dotted
Quarter/Eighth Note Combination. Count
carefully while tapping these out. Be sure
that you ‘feel’ the dot! When you are
ready, practice them with the play-along
audio tracks found at the bottom of the
page.
Count carefully and be sure that you
O | Reading Harmonic Reading 2.1: Common Tones observe common tones when reading.
(#7,8 use C-Clef)

eNovativePiano.com

The Dotted Quarter/Eighth Note
Combination

O | Rhythm



https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=topic&topic=86
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5928&a_id=176708&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5928&a_id=176708&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=731
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/737/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/737/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=741
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=topic&topic=86
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O | Listening

Aural ID: Major/Minor 3rds, Perfect 5ths,
Perfect 8 (MT.NET)

Interval Identification focusing on major
and minor 3rds, and perfect 5ths and
octaves.

0 | Videos Playlist
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The Circle of Fifths and Key Signatures;
Learning the Order of the Sharps and
Flats in Key Signatures

Watch instructional videos.

Key Signature ID: Major (C,D,E,F,G,A)

Practice these MT.NET drills.

L' | Theory (MT.NET)
F,C,G,D,A,E Major signatures.
[1 | Reading Reading 2.1: Two-Note Slurs (#8 uses C-Clef)

O | Repertoire

Dropping and Rolling Along by Chan Kiat
Lim

(D Major) Hands separate and unison 2-
note slurs.

O | Repertoire

Two-Note Dialogue by Chan Kiat Lim

(C Minor) Bluesy repertoire. Alternating
hands playing two-note slurs. Uses
accidentals.

Topic 2: Three-Note and Multiple-Note Slurs / Pickup Measures / Relative Minor Keys

In this lesson, students apply the drop-roll motion to slurs with three or more notes and will further develop
two-handed coordination in reading and playing. Fluency with relative key signatures is expected. Counting
and feeling pickup measures is taught in a variety of drills and applications.
This drill will assist in mastery of the
drop/roll motion. Keys of C, G, D, A, E, F
Maj Mi
. Dexterity Drill 2: Pentascales (Unison, I-V ajorand |nor.
O | Technique There are two drills:
root tone accomp) . .
2.1: Pentascales in Unison
2.2: Pentascales with |-V Accompaniment
Uses simultaneous coordination
Always use a drop-roll motion when
O | Technique Three-Note Slur Drill playing these 2 drills.
Print the worksheet and notate the
00 | Listening Listening for Slurs articulations that you hear on the audio
track. When finished, play these.
Pickup Measures.
. Count in carefully! When you are ready
Rhyth Pickup M . : !
= ythm CRLP MeasUres practice them with the play-along audio
tracks found at the bottom of the page.
Three Pentatonic Tunes.
. , Aural Playback: Pentatonic Tunes with Then choose O.ne of the three tune.s (Auld
O | Listening Picku Notes Lang Syne, Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, or
rFIckup Notes . .
Amazing Grace) to learn. Perform with the
play-along track.
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https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1283/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1283/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5929&a_id=176709&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5929&a_id=176709&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5929&a_id=176709&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5929&a_id=176709&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1276
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1276
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=739
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=744
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=744
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=745
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=733
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=733
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=732
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=736
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=738
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=734
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=734
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O | Video Playlist

Relative Major and Minor Keys

Watch instructional video.

O | Theory

Key Signature ID: Minor (C,D,E,F,G,A)

(MT.NET)

Practice these MT.NET drills.
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O | Improvisation

Tetrachord Scale Duets (1)

This activity allows students to compare
and improvise with the relative keys F
major and D minor.

Requires 2 performers.

F,C,G,D,A,E major and minor signatures.

Coordination

Rhythms

L] | Reading Reading 2.2: Multiple-Note Slurs (#8 uses C-Clef)
o _ . This drill will encourage development of
0 Rhythm Rhythm Coordination Drill 1: Basic two-handed coordination. Perform with

the audio play-along tracks.

O | Lead Sheet

Oranges and Lemons (England)

(G Major) This lead sheet uses a tonic
drone to harmonize the tune. If you need
to write it out, print the worksheet.

[0 | Lead Sheet

The Cuckoo (Germany)

(A Major) This lead sheet uses tonic and
dominant root tones to harmonize the
tune. (Other options presented) If you
need to write it out, print the worksheet.

[0 | Lead Sheet

Tum Balalaika (Russian Yiddish)

(G Minor) This lead sheet uses tonic and
dominant root tones to harmonize the
tune. (Other options presented) If you
need to write it out, print the worksheet.

[0 | Ensemble

Kye Kye Kule (Ghana)

(Modal — A/D dorian, 4/4) Multiple
Keyboard Ensemble (4-8 players) Suitable
for use with Orff Instruments.

O | Repertoire

Bagpipe (anonymous)

(G Maijor) Slurred melody with drone
accompaniment. Mostly 2-note slurs with
one 3-note slur.

O | Repertoire

Medieval Dance by Susanna Garcia

(D Minor) Features mirror fingering and
multiple-note slurs

O | Repertoire

Allegretto in Parallel Motion by Louis

Kohler

(G Major) Features parallel motion
contrapuntal lines with a variety of slurs.

O | Repertoire

Minuet 1 by Alexander Reinagle

(C Major) Melody using slurs and staccati
with tonic and dominant root tone
accompaniment.

[J | Repertoire

Minuet 2 by Alexander Reinagle

(C Major) Melody using slurs and staccati
with independently moving bass line.
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https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5930&a_id=176710&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=video_playlist&video_playlist=5930&a_id=176710&i_id=5978
https://www.enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1277
https://www.enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1277
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=854
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=740
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1031
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1031
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1178
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1354
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1355
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1491/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=860
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=746
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=747
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=747
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=748
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=749

