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eNovation 15: Independence Between the Hands 
NOTE:  Video and audio files are found in the media playlist on each lesson page. 

 

eNovation 15 Overview 

 
 

 

 

Topic 1: Independence Between the Hands  

 

Lesson Goals  

In this lesson, students develop comfort and facility playing in extended positions. Ballad or “strumming” 
style is used in several applications. Mixed and alternating meters are introduced and used in the reading 
drills and in some of the repertoire. 

Activity Type / Title with Links Instructions/Comments 

☐ Reading 
Reading 15.1: Independence between 
the Hands 

Drill to develop comfort playing two 
independent parts.  

☐ Technique 
Scales: 'Black Key' Fingering Principle 
Db/Bb & Gb/Eb Maj/Min; F & B Maj/Min 
(2-Octaves, HT) 

Two-Octave scales, HT 

☐ Technique 
Scales: 'Mixed' Fingerings Bb,Eb,Ab Maj 
/ F#,C#,G# (Ab) Min (2-Octaves, HS) 

Two-Octave scales, HS 

☐ Hymn/Chorale O Come, All Ye Faithful (Christmas)  
Three-part chorale. Christmas 

☐ Hymn/Chorale 
Lobt Gott, ihr Chisten, allzugleich 
(Christmas) 

Four-part chorale. 

☐ Score Reading 
Choral Prelude by Félix Le Couppey (4 
Staves, 2 Clefs) 

Requires finger substitution and changing 
hand distribution.  

☐ Score Reading 
Abendfeier in Venedig by Clara Wieck 
Schumann (SATB) 

SATB Excerpt (mm. 1-14) 

 

Goals 
Summary: In this eNovation, students learn to play distinct melodies in each hand that 
are independent in rhythm and contour.  

Key Elements:  • Technique: Independence between the hands 

• Technique:  Increased contrapuntal demands 

• Scales: Black Key Principle – 2 octaves, HT 

• Scales: Mixed Fingerings – 2 octaves, HS 

• Theory: Applied Dominants – V7/ii 

 

Go to eNovation 15 Topic Page 

 

https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=topic&topic=121
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1100&a_id=92075&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1100&a_id=92075&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1051&a_id=92073&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1051&a_id=92073&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1051&a_id=92073&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1155&a_id=92074&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1155&a_id=92074&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1083&a_id=92093&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1076&a_id=92071&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1076&a_id=92071&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1482/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1482/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1512/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1512/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=topic&topic=121
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☐ Score Reading 
Quartet, Op. 3, No. 5, i (att) Joseph 
Haydn (String Quartet) 

String Quartet Excerpt (mm. 1-16) 

☐ Score Reading 
Funeral March of a Marionette by 
Charles Gounod (5 Staves, 2 Transposing 
Parts) 

Scored for Flute, Oboe, Bb Clarinet, F 
Horn, and Bassoon. Excerpt (mm. 23-55) 

☐ Score Reading 
Children's March by Percy Grainger (5 
Staves, 3 Transposing Parts) 

Scored for Bb Clarinets 1 & 2, Bassoon, F 
Horn, and Tuba. Excerpt (mm. 18-52) 

☐ Lead Sheet Tell Me Why (U.S. - Traditional) 
(G Major, 3/4) Lead sheet in waltz style. 
Multiple secondary dominants.  

☐ Lead Sheet 
Lift Every Voice and Sing (James Weldon 
and J. Rosamond Johnson) 

(G Major, 6/8) Uses many types of 
seventh chords including secondary 
dominant 7ths, fully diminished 7ths, and 
minor 7ths. Also chords with added 
tones. 

☐ Harmonization John Henry (U.S. - Traditional) (V7/IV) 

(C Major, 4/4, V7/IV) Simple melody 
containing scale crossing. 
Accompaniment options include blocked 
chords and Alberti bass. Includes playlist. 

☐ Harmonization Wabash Cannonball (A.P. Carter) (V7/IV) 

(C Major, 2/2, V7/IV) Melody contains 
expansion and contraction of the hand. 
Accompaniment options include 
extended position chord and two-handed 
accompaniments in keyboard style. 
Includes playlist.  

☐ Ensemble Jasmine Flower Mo Li Hua (China)  

(G Major, 2/2) Two Pianos. Early 
Advanced. Contains octaves.  

This is an arrangement of the popular 
Chinese folk song Mo Li Hua. 

☐ 
Collaborative 
Piano 

Sehnsucht nach dem Frühling, K.596 by 
W.A. Mozart  

Pianist doubles the vocal line. Broken 
chord left hand.  

☐ 
Collaborative 
Piano 

A La Nanita Nana (Spanish Traditional 
Carol) (Christmas) 

This piece requires hand independence, 
multiple styles of accompanying, careful 
pedaling. Note the mode change from 
minor to major. 

☐ Repertoire Minuet by Béla Bartók 

(C Major, 3/4) Parallel 6ths requires 
flexible wrist. There are numerous 
articulations: Accent marks ( > ) 
and tenuti ( _ )  by themselves and in 
combination with other articulations like 
staccati and slurs. 

☐ Repertoire 
 
Minuet in A Minor by Johann Krieger 

(A minor, 3/4) Imitative counterpoint. 

https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1500/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1500/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1495/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1495/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1495/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1494/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1494/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1460/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1515/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1515/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1474/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1473/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1490/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1134&a_id=92057&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1134&a_id=92057&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1522/view
https://enovativepiano.com/lessons/1522/view
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1058&a_id=92081&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1127&a_id=92086&i_id=5978


 

 

P a g e  | 3 

☐ Repertoire 
Minuet in G Minor from the Anna 
Magdalena Bach Notebook 

(G Minor, 3/4) Two-part contrapuntal 
writing. 

☐ Repertoire 
Polonaise, BWV Anh. 119 from the Anna 
Magdalena Bach Notebook 

(G Minor, 3/4) Two-part contrapuntal 
writing.  

☐ Repertoire 
Sonatina, Op. 36, No. 1 (First 
Movement) by M. Clementi 

(C Major, 2/2) One of the most popular 
pieces in the intermediate piano 
repertoire with a cheery opening theme 
reminiscent of fife and drum music. 
Requires facility with scales and broken 
chord patterns. 

☐ Repertoire 
Sonatina in C, Op. 157, No. 4 (First 
Movement) by F. Spindler 

(C major, 4/4) Imitative writing.  

☐ Repertoire 
Étude, Op. 79, No. 11 by Hermann 
Berens 

(C Major, 3/4) Study on projecting two 
melodic lines in a three-part texture. 
Double stemmed notes in the treble 
staff.  

☐ Repertoire Homage to Florence by Susanna Garcia 

(Gb Major, 2/4) Tribute to African 
American composer, Florence Price, 
quoting the first phrase of her piano 
composition, Silk Hat and Walking Cane. 
Uses the cakewalk rhythm which 
incorporates syncopation into a 2/4 
march style. 

☐ Repertoire My Blue Seven by Susanna Garcia 
(C Blues, 4/4) Challenging. Complex 
rhythms, swing style, many 7th chords. 

☐ Repertoire Pastel by Chan Kiat Lim 
(G Major, 4/4) Wide interval extension 
and perpetual motion in the left hand.  
Challenging.  

☐ Repertoire Invention No. 8 by J. S. Bach 
(F Major, 3/4) Contrapuntal continuous 
dialogue between the hands. Requires 
dexterity.  

 

https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1116&a_id=92085&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1116&a_id=92085&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1117&a_id=92083&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1117&a_id=92083&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1126&a_id=92089&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1126&a_id=92089&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1128&a_id=92088&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1128&a_id=92088&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1130&a_id=92087&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1130&a_id=92087&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1220&a_id=92084&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1038&a_id=92029&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1245&a_id=92130&i_id=5978
https://enovativepiano.com/site.php?pageID=12&mode=lesson&lesson=1246&a_id=92131&i_id=5978

